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The Earl of Clanrickard. 
MY LORD, 


Ye UR Lordſhip" $ patriotic "cis and 
ſteady attachment to Ireland, merit the 

reſpectful a and warmeſt acknowledge- 
ments of all the real friends to this Country. 
1 he Volunteers of Ireland muſt obferve with 
pleaſure a Nobleman of the firſt diſtinction 
zealouſly cooperating with them in ſupporting 
their Aſſociations formed on the pas princi- 
ples, and productive of the . ſalutary 
conſequences. Your Lordſhip's obliging con- 
deſcenſion in reviewing ſeveral reſpectable 


Corps of your gallant Fellow Citizens, who 


were highly giatified by your preſence and ap- 
probation, your princely munificence on every 
occaſion, and the liberal tenor of your whole 
conduct, reflects additional luſtre on your no- 
ble Progenitois, and will tranſmit the name of 
D BuxGny with diſtinguiſhed honour to re- 
mote ** . 
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\ VERY. Nation has its peculiar æra of rile and declen- 
ſion, of obſcurity. and ſplendor. —A combination of 
circumſtances inyidious to enumcrate, has.,, prevented 

Ireland from yet attaining to her meridian height. She ſeems 
now however beginning to emerge from that profound oblivioa, 
in which ſhe has flept for ages.—She is no longer conſidered as 
a ſervile appendage to Great-Britain, but as a, younger ſiſter, in- 
ferior indeed in many uſeful and ornamental acquiremai 18, buß 
ſuſceptible of every improvement; and ſtudious to emulate her 
accompliſned kinſwoman in thoſe laudable arts and grand com- 
mercial purſuits, which have rendered her deſervedly illuſtrious ; 
and extended the Britiſh fame and empire to the oppoſite FKtre- | 
mities of the;earth.—[n proportion as England reſigns her conti- 
nental poſſeſſions, her inſular ones mult riſe ig eſt mation and 
_conſequence.—The Inhabitants of Ireland by diligently culti- 
vating and encouraging their own manufactures, by retrenching 
conſuming expences, and prudently diveſting themſelves of their, 
vicious taſte, 5 foreign luxuries; of their ruinous predilection 
for exotic productions in preference of their own, may contri- 
bute very eſſentially, to the, opulence and proiperity, of their 
country. And ſhould England be induced to aſſume a piorg 
benign aſpect towards us, ceaſe to regard us with ay jaunt Ice 
eye, and relax from her former auſtere unaccommgdating tempe 
reſpecting us, which her recent conceſſions, FAINTLY — 400 | 
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Could ſhe be perſuad-d to prefer che intereſts of a generous | 


loyal nation to the narrow repieſcntations of a few mamnufac- 
turing Towns; and by any means be at length prevailed on 


to vie Ireland in a juſt light, not as a conquered, but as an 


allied kingdom, connected with her by voluntary compact, and 
entitled by expreſs ſtipulation to the tame la ws, privileges and 
immunities as England—And by one generous deed and im- 


partial abclition of thoſe impolitic reſtrictions u hich blaſt our 


infant Trade, open the various avenues to wealth, admit us to 


a participation of the diffuſive commercial-benefits ſhe herſelf 


ſſeſſes, which our natural ſituation cleariy point out to us, and 


peculiarly qualify us for the enjoyment of ; and from which no- 
thing but a contracted miſtaken policy could ſo long withold us, 


Ireland would repay the bountiful indulgence of her benefactreſs 
with accumulated intereſt, ſhe would chearfully aſſiſt to the 
utmoſt of her ability in alleviating the burdens of the ſiſter king- 
dom, (for ingratitude was never the charactereſtic of Iriſnmen) 
and, I am confident, would ſoon become the brighteſt jewel in 
the Britiſh diadem.— The Armed Aſſociations of this kingdom 
reflect ſignal honour on our national ſpirit ; they have protected 
their country from the rapine and deſolation of foreign invaders, 
and from inteſtine commotions, The promptitude and alacrity of 
their armament, ai d the ſteadineſs and moderation of their ſub- 
ſequent deportment challenge the annals of time ts furniſh a par- 
allel inſtance of animated <xertion, tempered with ſuch manly 


firmneſs and d:corum, —During the adminiſtration. of Lord 


Buckingham, a memorable period, which will hereafter embeliſh 
Iriſh Hiſtory, the ſyſtem of Aſſociation was firſt adopted : Ne- 
ceſlity ſuggeſted this ſalutary ſcheme ; it obtained the reſpecta- 


ble approbation of Parliament; experience has evinced its emi- 
nent utility, and ſound judgment gives its ſanct ion to the 


continuation of it — That wcrtby Viceroy, who ſupported the 
dignity of Majeſty unſullied, without violating the rights of the 
people he gove rned, held the reins of delegated authority with 
a mild and even hand, when a precipitate, indifcr.et conduct 


might probably have been productive of the moſt alarming con- 


ſequences.— He did not vainly attempt to ſtem the impetuous 
torrent, and check the growing ardor of Hibernia's martial ſons , 


he could not openly reproba te what every liberal mind muſt ſe- 


cretly approve : Thoug' a BrxtTox, he felt for the diſtreſſes of 


| Fr and faithfully repreſented her grievatices' to his Royal 


Maſter. He choſe rather to be eſteemed the advocate, the be- 
nefactor and friend of this impoveriſned kingdom, than to be 
execrated as a cruel deſpoiler and unrelenting oppreſſor of a Foe, 

ft CE ut 
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the vigorous efforts and patriotic reſolutions of their coun.rymen, 
In order to demonſtrate the inexpediency of the continuance of 


our AxME ASSOCIATIONS, the Objectors ſhauld previguſly ad- - | 


duce convincing proofs that the ſituation of this kingdom is fo 
perfectly ſecure, and ſuch effectual meaſures have been taken 
tor its defence, that our gallant Volunteers may now convert 
their warlike weapons into implements of huſbandry, and relin- 
quiſh their martial Purſuits-—Vague aſſertions, unſupparted by 
facts, ſcarce deſerve reply. Unfortunately for the Enemies of 
Aſſociation, they cannot maintain their oppolition on une 
ground; therefore they have recourſe to oblique hints and. {iniſ- 
ter inſinuations: they attempt to undermine a ſtructure. which 
defies their open aſſault. I would gladly be informed by them, 
what pian of fortification has been adopted and carried into ex; 
ecution for the preſervatian of this Iſland: Wat forts have 
been erected for its ſecurity ; What garriſons have been ſtytiy - 
oned in the ſeveral] maritime Towns moſt. expoſed to invalion ; - 
What ſtores have been depoſited in our arſenals: What number 
of Regular Troops in the kingdom to repel foreign afſaylants ? 
Our naked coaſts almoſt every where eaſy, uf acgeſs to inva ders, 
ſave where ne ture has interpoſed an impracticable barrier of 
rocks, deſtitute of fortreſſes, caſtles, or batteries to protect our 
own :hips, and to intimidate thoſe of our Enemies, exhibit a 
melaneholly proſpect to the natives, The ruinous thn ſcattered 
: 5 5 religques 
: | 


I oY 
- 
- 


2 

2 

3 

7.4} 

x * 
; 
: 


733} © 


; 4.3 Wy 5 DE : „ 1 : | : 
— 5 988 of ancient fortifications, mouldering into duſt, reproach 


thoſe whoſe province it was to prevent their dilapidation; and 


fetve only to furniſh a ſpecious, inſignificant title, and con- 


ſiderable revenue for their nominal Governors. Such is the de- 
ſenceleſs ſituation of this little kingdom; and can exhauſted 
England, involved in a tedious, expenſive, mglorious war with 
America, engaged in open hoſtility with two of the moſt power- 
ful nations in Europe; not to mention her recent rupture with 


the Dutch, whole provoking perfidy has rouſed the couchant 
ion, and is likely to receive the chaſtiſement it merits.—— 


Can ſhe environed with enimies, with every nerve extended, every 
power exerted, her naval and military forces diſperſed in differ- 


ent quarters of the world, to counteract the malignant deſigns of 


her encreafing foes ; while a general war threatens our Hemiſ- 
45 with deſolation, and the formidable armed naval neu tra- 
ity in the North of Europe portends her no good, and ſeems to 


mai k her as the devoted object of its reſentment, —Thus criti- 


LU > f 5 
* cally circumſtanced, can ſhe have leiſure ſeriouſly to contemplate 


the diſtreſſes ot neglected Ireland, which in the zenith of her 


proſperity ſhe treated with cold indifference? Has her precipi- 


tate declenſion ſoftened the aſperity of her diſpoſition towards 
us—apprenenſive for herſelf, can ſhe advert to the perilous con- 
dition of others, or in the hour of danger detach her fleets and 
armies to ſuccor and deliver us ?—Such expectations are mere 
deluſive dreams, © vain as the baſeleſs fabrick of a viſion 


Are not the combined fleets of the houſe of Burbon ſuperior in 


number and force to auy Britain has or probably can ſend forth-- 
Are they not till in motion—Have they not braved England re- 


tedly in her Channel—Has any deciſive ad ion happened on 


e Seas—Have not the Britiſh Admirals conſcious of their infe- 
riority, for theſe Neptunian Heroes are ſeldom found defective in 


perſona) courage, prudently declined a general engagement, 
when a defeat might be attended with the moſt fatal effects And 
ſhould this great naval Armament make a deſcent on our coaſts, 
what is there to obſtruct their progreſs, or retard their conqueſt, 
but our united bands of armed Citizens? The French were diſ- 
; pore to viſit us laſt war, and would actually have. effected their 


oſtile deſign, had not the indefatigable vigilance of the intrepid 
Engilſh Hawke fruſtrated their ſchemes. —Their inducements 
now to invade Ireland are much ſtronger ; they well know that 
England has not a ſufficent naval force to intercept them, and 
that her troops are too far diſtant to annoy them: Probably the 
fame of our martial confederacy has hitherto protected us from 
invaſion ; and in caſe of ſuch an event, where can we look 3 

| relie 


18 


reef but from the awakened ſpirit and unanimity of our brave 
Country-men? We are told however that every good purpoic 


of Aflociation is anſwered, that it is no longer neceſſary, I: 
the inſecurity of our ſituation, and the inability of Great-Eritain 
to ſhi. d us fromm danger ate admitted as arguments for the diſſo- 
lution of our ſocial bands, and the fejection of our principal de- 


| fence, we have powerful oncs indeed. Is ſupine negligence and : 


contempt of imminent calamity conſiſtent with, good ſenſe, and 
becauſe we may poſſibly elcape, are we not to prepare agaiaſt. 
contingent evils? Providencehath directed us to the beſt means o 
ſecurity, it we neglect to improve them, we may hereafter vainly 
deplore the favourable opportunity which we cannot recall. 
noble Army vf Citizens are ready to ſtand forth againſt the ens. 
mies of their Country, in dzfence of every thing held dear by 
men; they are animated by motives which operate ixreſiſtibly 
on generous minds, to ſteady perſeverance in ſo g d a cauſe; @ 
cauſe which Heaven approves, Shall then the mean ſuggeſtion 
of pride and ſeifiſhnels be urtended to? Shall the venal tribe, 
who are guided by theſe ſordid principles, divert you from your 
patriotic purpoſe, and ſeretly work your diſſolution? Men of 
contracted, ſelf-centered ſpirits, intent only on private emolu- 
ment, ſhrink from cvery liberal purſuit, as the ſenſitive plant 


from the touch; accuſtomed to eſtimate men as the do their 


oxen, merely by their weight; they conſider your Aſſociations 
as too equalieing a ſy ſtem, their daſtard ſouls are awed by your 
magnanimity, they are compelled to feel their own inſignificance; 


/ 


they find the accidental diſtinctions of rank and fortune, on 


which they entircly confide, diſregarded amòng you, when un- 
connected with intrinſic merit. Early habituated to cultivate, 
their ſuperiors with ſervile adulation, and with inſolent deſpot- 
itm to trample on the inferior orders of men, whom they treat. 
as a diſtinct ſpecies of beings formed for their ſer vice; ther. a- 


4 


nity is ſorely wounded, their imaginaty conſequence is hurt at 
ſeeing thoſe very men riſing with their more enlightened Breth- | 
ren trom a ſtate of abject humiliation, to aſſert the rights of. 


humanity, of liberty, and their Country. —Diſguſting as ibis 
repreſentation may ſeem, it is an exact mirror held up to de- 
praved nature, in which many of the degenerate Sons of Ircland, 


. 


who are foes to Aſſociation, may behold. the actormed features. 


of their characters. Turba ſunt et fruges conſumere nat!” 
happily they dare not openly avow their genuine ſentiments. 


The numerous Emigrant? from a neighbouring kingdom refid-1e 


among us, are alſo deadly Enemies o. our Aﬀociations, they, | 


pretend to diſcover in them ſometiing mimical to their native 
. 1 land; 
, 10 9 
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land; they ſhudder at the idea of the e b of Ireland 


they bring from home with their poverty no ſmall portic n of that 
national pride, which diſtinguiſaęs their Country men in all parts 
of the world, and which lately has been ſeverely mortified, — 
Theſe foreigi Emigrants in ſwarms devour the golden harveſt of 
fair Hibernia's plains, and leave Iriſhmen to gather the wretched 
gleanings of their own fields. — In cvery department they obtain 
the moſt honourable and lucrative appointments In conſe- 


quence of this oppreſſive partiality, emulation, the great incen- 


tive to excelknce, is almoſt exſtinquiſued among us; men of 
genius and àbilities, of prubity, worth and honour, are ſuffered 
to lan uiſh' in 'obſcure poverty and dependence ; while ſtrangers, 
their n1iferiors in every reſpect, whoſe only merit is ſuperior iter 
eft, are daily promoted, and carcfled. to gratiſy their powerful 
patrons in another kingdom. When theſe rapacious adventurers. 
heve fared their appetites, and enriched themſelves with the. 
poils of our pillaged Provinces, they return home with a ſove- 


ign contempt for the Country and People who have fo long, 


tamely cheriſhed them in their boſoms. Would to Heaven that 
England in the plenitude of that reſtrictive authority, which ſhe 
delights wantonly to exerciſe over us, would prohibit the expor- 
tation of her people to us, or at leaſt limit the number of her 
tranſports! Such an ER ANHOGO would compenſate in, ſome de- 
gree for many acts of unkind coercion, Another oſtenſible ob- 
jection againſt our Aſſociations more openly urged, but equally 
unſupported as the former, viz. that our Aſſociations are no 
longer neceſſary, is, that Government difapproves of them, and 
wiſhes to effect their diſſolution —How the Aſſociations of Ire- 
land may have incurred the diſpleaſure of Government, I 
cannot well conceive. A public declaration expreſſive of the 
diſapprobation of our Sovereign, would, if it were ſo, we may 


reaſonably preſume, have long ſince appeared; but nothing of 


this ſort has ever tranſpired. In their incipient ſtate, their pro- 
greſs might have been much impeded, if any evil was, appre- 
hended . no attempt however was made to obſtruck - 
their eſtabliſhment, when it might have been eaſieſt accom- 
pliſhed, — Our great national Attembly unanimouſly ſigniſied 
their approbation of our Aſſociations, by the moſt honourable 
teſtimony, in their power, a. Vote of THANKS. Thus have "yg 
obtained the ſanction of one, not the leaſt conſiderable branc 
of the Legiſlature —The late Repreſentative af Majeſty in Ire- 
land, ſaw nothing reprehenſible in their conduct. When a 
Manifeſto from the Caſtle warned the inhabitants of the ſea- 
coaſts to remove their eftects, and provide for their ſafety, and 
„ | 1 {MI 8 | even 


Bs 


t 


even the diſtant vie w of a Privateer ſtruck 8 panic for many 
leagues along the ſnore. When they perceived with aſtoniſh- 


ment that early information of impending danger, and an inade- 
quate ſupply of arms, were the only aid they could expect from 
thence, they availed themſelves of the friendly admonition—tho' 


unſupported” they were not diſmayed, though apprehenſi ve of 


their helpleſs condition, they did not fink into unmanly deſpera- 
tion — Lhe lowering profpz& of approaching ſtorm overwhelms 
not the gen-rous ſpirit of the brave andirefolute mariner; it ra- 
ther quickens his induſtry, and impels him to vigorous efforts 
and extraordinary exertion. —They immediately armed and e- 


quipped themſelves at their own expence, they aſſociated with 


a firm determination to ſave their country or periſh ihnthe at. 
tempt ; the interior parts of the kingdom followed the daudable 
example; every generous boſom glowed with emulous ardor, the 


moſt eminent and reſpectable characters principaily diſtinguithed 


themſelves in promoting the patriotic ſcheme—jt was univerſally 
adopted, —Pernaps the very exiſtence of Government in its pre 


ſent form, and of our happy Conſtitution at this moment in our 


Iſland js owing to our heroic Volunteers, Since their general 


Fitabliſhment, have they in any inſtance treated Government 


with diireſpzct, reſiſted legal authority, or diſcovered the ſmall- 
eſt tendency to ſedition? Have they not on the coatrary, with 
the greateſt alacrity ſupported the Civil power in their reſpective 


Counties, end:avoured to preſerve peace in their vicinity, and 
not unfrequently at the hazard of their lives encountered many 


toils and difficulties to enforce obedience to the laws of their 
Country. By. their indefatigable activity, daring offenders, 
who had Jong bafflæd public juſtice with impunity, and evaded 
the purſujt of regular Troops, were apprehended and brought to 

condign paniſhment.— Thoſe infamous Inſurgents, who for maay 
years have inteſted the Southern parts of the kingdom, plun- 
ciered aud abuſed the peaceful inhabitants, and laid Whole villa- 
ges under contributions; by the vigilance and attention of our 
Armed Aſſociations have been diſperſed and in a great meaſute 
ſuppreſſed.Magiſttratæs unmoleſted have witnout military 
guards, under their protection, ſeen the laws regularly executed; 
and the admmiſtration of juſtice has derived new dignity, from 
ite reſpectable ſupporters. In the late diſtreſsful juncture of our 
affairs, when public credit was reduced to the loweſt ebb, our 
meager commerce almoſt expiring, and we had not a ſufficiency 
of money in circulation to anſwer the common exigencies 
When diſcontent ſat haggard on every brow, and palid want 
ſaddened the langu'd 1 of the jnduſtrjous 1 
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the idle, the proſſigate and vicious, who are ever prone to miſ- 
chief, and rejoice at national misfortunes, began to commit de 
predations, and had actually communicated the infection as far 
as Connaught, which N the remoteſt province from the 
Capital, to its praiſe, had for a century before preferved itſelft 
clear even from the imputation of inſurrection Already theſe 
barbarians had in many places wreaked their wanton cruelty on 
blameleſs brutes, and would doubtleſs, if not ſpeedily prevented, 
have proceeded to ſtill farther-enormities—But our brave confe- 


derate legions ſoon reduced theſe miſcteants, and ſtopped their 


ſavage progreſs, they reſtored internal peace, and ſecured their 
properties inviolate, they ſheltered the aged and infirm from ra- 
pine and violence, and diſipated the gloom which overclouded 
our atmoſpliere.— Ey their patriotic reſolutions of confuming 
rheir own manufactures, the idea of which, is is ſaid, was firſt. 
ſuggeſted by our great Iriſh Commoner a Gentleman whoſe 


nervous eloquence, ſound judgment and manly deportment 


would have adorned the Auguſtan age They have re-eftabliſh- 


ed mutual confidence and public credit, cauicd the expenditure 
ol large ſums of money at home, the good eſtect of which every 


individual muſt have experienced - diffuſed a gleam of hope over 
the drooping ſpirits of our diſtreſſed Tradeſmen, aud relieved 
induſtrious thouſands. May this judicious ſy ſtem not reſemble 
2 tranſient meteor; may it p'ove permanently uſeful, and its 


happy influence be felt by ſucceeding ages! Such has been the 


enerous conduct of the FHliber nian Aflocrtions, the noble re- 
Pal of unſhaken fortitude and juſt policy. Such conduct can never 
ſurely provoke the jealouſy or indignation of a wiſe and virtuous 
government. Such men muſt be eſteen, ed its firmeſt pillars and 


trneſt treinds It has been objected char the admiſſion of perſons 


legally d fqualified from bearing arms, into ſevera! Volunteer 
Corps, has given much oflence, perhaps it may, to ſome weak 
intolerant zealots, but not certainly to Government, for on the 


ſlighteſt well authenticated intimation of ther diſpleaſure the 


Romaniſts alluded to, would have inſtantly diſbanded. The 
people of that perſuaſion are deeply imprefied with gratitude; 
they acknowledge their recent obligations to the Legiſlature for 
the paternal indulgence they have found in the repeal of many 
pcnal ſtatutes againſt them, which the neceſſity of ſormer times 18 | 
{oppoſed to have juſtified the infliction of; at the very moment 
their grievances were redreſicd, is it reaſonable to believe, they 
would wiſh to inſult their ben factors? The better fort of men 
of that deſcription hay: in general, voluntarily taken the oaths 
of allegiance, and public'y declared ther inv iolable attachment 
, | UA 


„ 


to the Conſtitution they live under. They have every motive of 


intereſt as well as gratitude to invariable fidelitv.—If then at an 
alarming ſeaſon Dig with danger, and threatening ruin, they were 


impatient to teſtify their zeal for their Country, by aſſociating 


with their fellow-citizens in its defence, in defence of their fami- 
lies, their lhberties and fortunes.-—ls this to be deemed an inſo- 


lent intruſion, a culpable preſumption ?—Nor can I fee with 
what propriety the - ſeveral Corps they choſe to aſſociate with 
could reject them — Was it a time to alienate ra ther than concili⸗ 
ate the affec ions of our fellow- ſubjects? Was it a time to ſpurn 


at any ſet of men merely for their religious principles? True 
religion breaths univerſal benevolence; it 1s of a diffuſive, commu—- 


nicative nature: But narrow minded men would warp and make 
it ſubſervient to their little prejudices, — Was it a time ta cherifh 
and revive thoſe diſtinctions, which too long have ſubſiſted; 
which none but the enemies of their Country would wiſh 


ſhonld continue: The moſt circumſpect and timid need not 
be apprehenſfive;; for in the Corps where Romaniſts are embodied, 
they are always outnumbered by Proteſtants they are not indiſ-— 
criminately admitted, but men of ſubſtance and unblemiſhed repu- 


tation only are ſelected, who may be conſidered as hoſtages for the 
good behaviour of the lower claſs of the ſame ſect . Moſt of 
the regular Triops levied in this kingdom, are of the Popiſh 
Pert oft and ke ve they ever yet been known baſely to deſert 

their King, and turn their backs in the day of battle, when ar- 
rayed 26d oppoſed to Armies of ſimilar religious opinions ? By 

What inſtantaneous charm can a military. dreſs. transform the 
mind and root out early prejudices?: Or why ſhould thoſe be 


confidered excellent ſoldiers abroad, who are thought improper: 


defenders of their Country at home? It is ungenerous and uns 
charĩtable to diſtruſt men, who for a leries of years have given 
the moſt convincing proofs of their loyalty; it ſayours too 
much of that contracted Texzr of the Romiſſi Church which: 
we juſtly cenfure In an enlightened Age boaſtful of its onpand- 


ed views and liberal feririments, it muſb impat uu very ſincere de- 


t to every unbigotted candid mind ( for Bigots there are of alt: 


lig 


them e and harraſs each other now-exploded—Aall virulence 


ſubfiding, and that eſtranging reſerve, which ſo long interrupted 
all fſotial and friendly intercourſe gradually abating, rand likely 
ſoon ti ge quite obliterated. To ſee them actuated hy one grand 
principle, determined by unity of deſign and harmony of ope . 
ration to pᷣtomote the public good. Such undnimity has a direct 
. F CC Hie tendeney 
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ligiotts) tc ſee thoſe antipathies and unnaturat-: difſentions 
ch 15 4 Proteſtants from Nomaniſts, and diſpoſed 


ſuperior {kill ſeldom fails of ſucceſs. From the field of lars the 
ſeveral orders o men geturn chearful and alert to their reſpective 
callings, and reſume their peaceful occupations with ſenovated 
induſtry, fearleſs of external violence op inteſtine commotion, 
like chaſe warlike nations whoſe hiſtories We read with. pleaſure 
and admiration, whoſe martial ſpirits aur Iriſh Volunteers ſeem 
to have copiouſly imbibed. In Towns frem thg vicinity of tne 
| | inhabitants 
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} ; 2 
inhabitants to each other, and to the place of rendezvous, they - 
may more frequently aſſemble without any inconvenience than in 
the Country, Where, though their meetings may be attended with 

ſome hittle trouble from the diſtance of their diſperſed abodes 
Let methinks a few hours once a week deyoted to this utetul 
pur pole, can hardly prove detrimental to the private affairs of 
the moſt careful and diligent; This ſmall portion of timę ſub- 
tracted from what is yſually allowed to ſome favourite rural a- 
muſement, will. be as little felt as the trifling coft incurred at 
thoſe martial aſſemblies, and that of the decent equipment, of in- 
dividuals, in the calculation of annual expences. IL nat the 
peaceful and military Arts are not ineonſiſtent, that induſtry in 
buſineſs s not incompatible with the knowledge and ule of Arms, 
the memoirs of Greece and Rome diſplay pregnant atteſtations 
of; heroes are there repreſented returning from the defeat ot fo- 
reign, invaders, or the chaſtiſement of ſeditious Malecantents, 
to cultivate their ſmall pater nal eſtates, and Jabour. With their 
hands for the neceſſaries of life ehold them again invited 
from rural retirement, ſummoned from the plough to command, 
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mighty Armies, and triumph over Princes. — The, modexn Shi 


yaqueſtionably one of the happieſt and moſt unconquerahle . 
' 2199s in the world, evince the compatibility of induſtry ApS mi- 
litary ſkill, and exhibit a ſtriking picture of the, noble effects of 


from their early 


1 


; — 


their union. — This people inured co toil and arms from T. 
Hvouth, though ſurrounded by ambitious, powerful and ęnter fit 
ing neighbours, preſerve, their independence, and haye acye 
been, fybducd ; and; by their extraordinary indulkry, and diligen 
cultiyayon oi the moſt rugged and barren count ah Props 
have;tertiliz2d and rendered it tolerably Pe Lhe Güakr 
e e ae may trom Switzerland borrow: the 
model of the beſt diſciplined, and formidable Militia on the conti 
nent, femoye any. inquietudę that may, ariſe in the, pun 
ot; che people, from, the diſſolutigu of the, Volunteer Corps by or- 


TYY 


der of Govennmenaʒ an event hich we hope improbab le, Thou | 
it has heen rumgured with confideage ; it is ſaid. the, igtentioh 
io form a natiggal. Militia, Which will abundantly .compenlate 


that; lols,—A Mala, regularly eſtabliſhed under the ſaacugn 
| off the Legiſlature was ſome, years ago 2 /great ghiect, e the. 
frrends of Ireland; while ſhe has friends ſore permanent mode 


however was neyer carried into execugian—A range procrafvig 
nation defeats the beſt concerted ſchemes for the benefit, of his 
poor kingdom; the necetſity of ſuch an jnſtitytion, Was then ap- 
parent to the moſt ſuperficzal obſerver : We are now told e 
, | | | OMe 


K 
ſome plan of a ſimilar kind is in contemplation ; but thank 
to our gallant Countrymen, we are not in ſo forlorn a condition 
as when that ſcheme was on the carpet, nor are we able in our 
in preſent impoveriſhed ſtate to-ſuſtain the burden of any new eſta- 
| bliſament whatever To obviate any objection which our inabi 
1 lity may give riſe to, we are told that the great Britiſh Financier 
i ever fruitful in reſources, will from the Ex uxERANcx of the Eng- 
liſn treafury, furniſſi means for the completion of this Militia 
pia 
9 


. _ 


plan. It is ſomewhat extraordinary, that if this generoſity was 
te de by England, ſhe did not bountifully extend it be- 
* Ffore, when our helpleſs ſituation was truly deplorable, and her 
finances leſs impaired by a continuation of hoſtility with differ- 
ent nations.—But ſhould the money be actually advanced for the 
accompliſhment of this deſign, muſt not England be reimburſed; 
and will not the method of payment afford -ample ſubject to the 
fettile invention of our ſagacious politicians, who are ever ready 
10 rival each other in deviſing new modes of ta cation to oppreſt 
their indig nt 'country,——If the black catalouge of worthleſs 
Penſioners and ſupernun.erary Place-men was abridged; fuch a 
prudent reduction mightaſſiſt toalleviate our diſtreſſes and to liqui- 
date a loan of this nature. But Retrenchment is an obſolete un- 
faſhionable term, it is romantic to expect it, while thoſe who 
profit by the profuſe expenditure of the public money have voi- 
ces in the Senate. We ſhould then nave a Militia Board ſuper- 
added to the many honourable and doubtieſs ix pISPENSABI v ne- 
geſſary ones now / ſubſiſting. The Militia Regiments would open 
a ſpaci us field of promotion, for to the unpopular ſelf-intere ed 
part of our gentry, who 3 hate our defenſive confedera- 
cies, yet would gladly intrude themſelves, when they find any e 
molument annexed, pleaſed at the opportunity of diſplaying 
their ſuperiority, the darling privilege of little minds; and 5 
appointment of ſubaltern officers gratify their obſequious Para- 
fites and ſubdemiſing Tenants, thoſe odious land monopoliſts, 
who like unfeeling leeches prey on the vitals of the wretched friſn 
peaſantry. The preſent ſyſtem of defence without impoſing any 
flew tax on the people, provides effe&ually for their ſecurity-; 
and renders the kingdom formidable to its enemies, and reſpe&- 
able to its friends. Government is exonerated from the painful 
taſk of raiſing ſubſidies for their ſupport. The expence attend 
ing their equipment is inconſiderable, and chearfully ſupplied by 
the voluntary contributions of the members who conſtitute each - 
Corps.—The regular Troops on this eſtabliſhment may 'with- 
Hut expoſing us to any danger, be ſent abroad to fight the bat- 
Yes of England, and ſaturate che wilds af "America with their 
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thei Country, » ithout” any other reward than the glory of: the 


| ſervice, and the heart- felt approbation of having diſcharged 
their duty—happy in being able to [pare the forces which they _ 
pay and cloath, which were originally deſtined for their defence, 

to aid Britain and ſtrengthen their Sovereign in his arduous con- 


flict with combined nations, leagued to overwhelm him and 


contract his domimions.— Should any other arangement take 


* 
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7 mas except the eſtabliſhment of the Armed Aſſociations as a 


ational Militia, under the direction of the Legiſlature, which 
might with little variation from the preſent ſcheme be eaſily ei- 


| fected, it is much to be feared the end propoſed! would not bg 


obtained; diſſatisfaction and jealouſy, diſſention and animoſity 


' would diſtract the kingdom and deteat the intention. Ihe 


wiſdom of Government, we hope, will not attempt fo unpopular 
and ſo hazardous an experiment, as to diſarm our defenſive con- 
federates. Our martial Syſtem may be new modelled, if it is 
found? expedient, and perhaps improved without endangering 
its ſubverſion. An arbitrary interpoſition in the appointment of 


Officers, would only create diſguſt, and probably be rejected with 0 


indignation.—Let the unblaſſed- ſuffrages of their fellow-citizens, 


unawed and uninfluenced by miniſterial craft, continqe with- 


aut interruption to elect the worthieſt to honour and promotion; 


Free men ſet ve with alacrity under Commanders of their owri 
option, but reluctantly receive orders from thoſe, whom they 


neither eſteem nor confide in Government might add ſtability 


and efficacy to the operations of our Armed Countrymen, in 
the day of neceſſity, by ere ing Magaeines in each province, 


well appointed and ſupplied with amunition; and military ſtores 
to be diſtributed as occaſion required, under the inſpection and 
control of the Governors of each County in the province. 


And now, my brave Countrymen, Fellow-Citizens and Friends, 


illuſtrious Guardians of the liberties of Ireland; ſince the ob- 
jections to the continuation of your Armed A ſſociations appear 
upon the whale to be futil and ill grounded the narrow ſuggeſ- 


tions of the avowed enemies to our national proſperity, or the 
more dangerous inſinuations of inſidious friends. By your ſtea- 
dineſs and mutual harmony, by your moderation and conſiſ- 


tency of conduct approve yourſelves ſtill worthy of che high 
elogiums beſtowed on ou, of the honoutabſe approbation yon 


ma ve received from the great national Council, and of the con 


fidenct and favourable opinion of Governme⁰ν Suffer not -an 
inſtitution excellent in itſelf, which exalts you: in the aſtimation 


ef your cotemporaries, and muſt impreſs fucueſſive ages with'per- 
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if 3 ny puerile conteſts for rank and precedence; ; degrade the digr | 
ni of youraflemblizs.—Be ſcrupulouſly, exact in the choice of 
pour Officersg men of experienced firmneſs, cool intrepidity and 
good ſenſe, without private attachment or partial intereſted 
views, are beſt qualified to command free citizens —-Notiüng 


threatens the diſiolution of the Armed Aſlociations of Ireland to - 
mortally, and ought thereſcre ſo ſtrenuouſly to be diſcouraged, as 


tie ſhameful introduction of party .competicns.—Ekctioncering 


intrigues are diſgragetnl both to thoſ= who. practigey, and to thole 


who are ſeduced by them. T heir baleſul influence nowith- 


ſanding, is too perceptibie.— They haye already encroached up- 
on ſeveral reſpectabie Corps, and it is much to be feared will 
gain ground iaft ; wherever they once obtain admiilion,, conta- 
mination is the conſequence ; their nature is fe intectious, that 
it they are not ſpeedily, counteracted by a powerful antidote, 


their. poiſon may prove fatal to the whole collective body. Could 


ſuch a, depravity ſeize our gallant Volunteers, (a ſyppohuon 
painful to dwell on) Could our gencrousdetenders-fubmit, to he 
transformed into partjzans of faction and inſtruments of ſedi 
tion —in caſe of a diſſolution of Paruament, how humiliating a 
ſpectacle would they preſent in their fallen tate, ſervilely tollow- 
ing the hanghty Chariot of the ambitious candidate, under 
whole banner they enliſted—as in the, barbarous ages the tumul, 
tuous clans in this country, were led about by their turbulent 

Chicftains<m an abject vaſſalage that would vermillion the 


Cheeck even of a Sgotchman—=ar rataer..relembling a Poliſh Diet 


in miniature, where the claims ef the ſeveral con petitors have 
irequently been decided by the ſwords of their armed adherents? 
Venality and corruption, though wits precaution has been uſed 
to obſtruct their operation, too often dcternine the fate of E- 
lections; and ſnould violence be brought, to their aid, dreadfgl 
anarchy and diſorder myſt enſue. Ihe adventurous Merchant 


ho embarks his richeſt wares tor ſome foreign Pr me, in hope =; 


ample gain, trembles at every wind and in idea ſwells every con/ 
tingent danger his veſſel ma) encounter, to a gigantic bulk 
thus anxious ſollicitude for the ſucceis and honor of my aſſocja: 
ted fellow citiaens, perhaps do mv weak apprehenſion, magnifies 
2 evil to which they are expoſed . Complaiſance, however, 
ſhould always yield to eandpr; there are many whoklorms 5 
FEA) | | | 3 2 ö truths, 
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truths, which are ungrateful to the ear. When an, epidemical "= 
diſteinper prevails, it often is impoſſible to retard its progreis Tt. 


ſubdue it, yet a little ſeaſonable caution in the commencement of 
it, might have prevented its ruinous effects Let the ſame pa- 
triotic ſpirit, Which firſt pointed out the expediency of yo 
armed confederacies, uniformly pervade your whole conduct 


Let not your zeal abate in a' cauſe, where enthuſiaim ceaſes to 
be criminal. ——In order to become a great and 'opulent pq p, 
your united vigorous efforts to protect your Country, muſt BS ae 


companied by a conſtant attention to the purſuits of indaftry, _ 
Che diligent cultivation and improvement of your lands, which 


are naturally fertile The Wooten and Linnen Mariufacturc's + 


The extenſive Fiſneries on your coaſts are all ſources of wealth; 
They hold out friendly invitations to quicken your applicatio- 
theſe are capital objects, and ſhould be leriouſly adverted to. _ 
Our Wool and Flax are of an excellent quality—By encouraging 
ingenious Artiſts from other Countries, who are more expert? 


than ourſelves, -to ſettle among us; our Tradeſmen who are by 8 
no means e ſoort be adepts in their buſineſs, and bring: 


\ 


our Woolen and Linen Cloths to a degree of perfection at preſent 
unknown. — By forwarding the Inland Navigation, a commu- 


nication of exchange will be opened between the diſtant parts of 
the kingdom— mutual intercourſe facilitated, and a cheap and 


eaſy conveyance ſupplied for the carriage of goods to the beſt 
Markets.—Every body knows the advantage Holland derives 
from its numerous canals.—Aſſociate to promote theſe grand ob- 


Jects, on which your proſperity depends to conſume the pro- 


ducts of your native land, which will furniſh you with all ihe 
real neceſſarics of life, real I ſay, for vitiated taſte has introduced 
many articles of foreign luxury, under that name, — Although 
our home-made Cloths are of a coarſer fabric than thoſe we im- 


Port, and the Liquors extracted from the fruits of our own foil 


are inferior in flavour to thg:e of France and Spain—yet the for- 


mer yield a warm and comfortable” cloathing, and the latter ͤõũů 


wholſome and pleaſant drink —The honorable title of Patriot 
3s groſly miſapplied, when attributed to the man, who will not 
forego the gratification of his appetite for the good of his Coun- 
try. —Our manufacturers ſhould not prefume to impole on the 
benevolent ſchemes of our gentry towards them, by entering 


into unwarrantable combinations to raiſe the price of their goods, 


and extort an extravagant rate for them.—Such a deſpicable be- 
havior muſt ruin their Trade, and involve them in inextricable 


wretcheqdneſs and miſery. Let us no longer expoſe ourſelves to 


the reprogchtul imputation of idleneſs and inattention, of a total 
Cx my ware 
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want of public and private oeconomy.—You, my fair Country- 
omen, whoſe ſuperior charms require no adventitious aid, may 
ſignalize you public ſpirit at this intereſting period, by liberally 
Aſlociating to year and patrone the Manufactures of your own 
Country, which tho“ not of ſo fine a texture and elegant a pat- 
tein as your Mercers furniſh you with; yet are not quite deſti- 
- tute of beauty and merit, and under your benign protection muſt 
im prove. By impoſing ſumptuary rules to yourſelves, under the 
ſanction of all-bewitching faſhion, you may acquire a reputation 
ſimilar to that of the celebrated Roman Matrons, who to ſupply 
the cxigencies of the Scate, generouſly reſigned their jewels and 
coſtly ornaments.—The plealing reflection that by a ſacrifice of 
whimſical caprice to real utility, numbers of induſtrious artificers 
are employed, and joy and gladneſs diffuſed through the manſi- 
ons of poverty; would more than compenſate for any litile 
mort;fication this judicious ceconomy might occaſion, — The 
ancient Trojans, we are informed by the Poets, were perſuaded 
that the ſecurity of their city depended on the preſervation of a 
ſmall image of Minerva ſuppoſed to have dropped from Heaven. 
Diveſt this allegorical fable of its figurative dreſs, and the moral 
is admirable.— Minerva was the Goddefs of wiſdom and war; 
while that famous people were poſſeſſd of intrepid courage, and 
their councils were directed by wiſdom, their city was juſtly 
deemed impregnable. Indiſputably valour united with wiſdom, 
reſolution and manly fortitude tempered with found judgment 
and diſcretion are the beſt human means of preſerving any ſtate. 
Under the auſpicious guidance of theſe united principles inay 
our generous defenders act undiſmayed ! They will form an in- 
viacible bulwark, an invulnerable panoply.—And ASSOCIA- 
TON, liberal, virtuous ASSOCIATION of peaceful induſtry with 

Martial Prowets will ever prove HIBERNIA's PALLADIUM, 


